
 
Rules For Wright Patman Lake All Terrain Vehicle (ATV) 

Clear Springs & Big Creek Wildlife Management 
Hunting Access Areas 

              
1. Operators of ATVs must have a valid ATV permit for the area and season in which it is 
being used.  Hunter’s that qualify for a “Handicap” ATV Permit may have a “non-permitted” 
helper, so long as that helper remains with the permittee at all times.  To obtain a “Handicap” 
ATV permit, a person must possess a physician’s statement certifying that they have a 
permanent ambulatory disability. Please contact the Lake Headquarters for details 
regarding the purchase ATV hunting access permits at (903) 838-8781.  Hunters may access 
and utilize these areas by walking, horseback, bicycle, or boat without an ATV permit. 
2. The use of ATVs within these hunting areas is for the purpose of hunting and transportation 
to/from the hunting site only; “recreational” riding is prohibited. 
3. All hunters operating ATVs must posses an “ATV Rider Certification Permit”.   (Available at 
all A.T.V. dealers) 
4. Operators may not exceed the ATV manufacturer’s design restrictions on the number of 
passengers. 
5. ATVs may not be operated in excess of 15 miles per hour. 
6. All firearms must be unloaded while operating ATVs. 
7. All ATVs are required to stay on designated trails with the exception of physically impaired 
operators who will be allowed to ride an ATV to a stand or use the ATV as a stationary stand. 
However, operating ATV’s on wildlife food plots or beyond recognizable gates and 
barricades is strictly prohibited. 
8. Check-in/checkout-out stations have been constructed at the entrance of each management 
area. These are the only entrance and exit points allowed. A check-in slip will be filled out prior 
to entering the area and this slip will be kept on the person and turned in at the station, at the 
end of the hunt.  All ATV hunters must check out of the management area within 30 minutes 
after end of legal hunting time. 
9. Except for special event activities, stands must be at least fifty yards (150’) from all 
trails and roads, and no hunting or shooting may take place within the same distance of 
all trails and roads.  Please see the Fort Worth District Public Hunting Guide for additional 
rules on the used of stands. 
10. Trails may be closed by the use of red flexible posts installed at the entrance of the trail. 
11.  For the purpose of these regulations, ATVs are subject to the following definitions: 

• 1500 lbs. or less, dry weight 
• 120" (10 ft.) length or less 
• 60" (5 ft.) width or less 
• 78" (6.5 ft.) height or less 
• A vehicle designed for 2 or fewer passengers  
• A vehicle that emits a noise less than 100 decibels at 20 inches from the exhaust outlet 

in accordance with SAE J1287, June 1990 
• A passenger vehicle that is not registered, or able to be registered, for highway use; 

“golf cart” type vehicles that otherwise fit the above definitions may qualify as an ATV 
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